 THE SPADE MILL ANGLING CLUB
               CONSTITUTION 2024
The following Constitution is the top level document from which the more explanatory set of Club Rules are written. This document shall be held by the Club Chairman and Secretary, and made available to any Club member as necessary.
1. The Club shall be called the Spade Mill Angling Club.
2. The objects of the Club shall be to establish and foster Fly Fishing, Spinning and Worming on such waters as the club may acquire or have made open to it. Regulations, including fish limits, for the operation of these types of angling shall be defined by the Club Rules.
3. The Membership Secretary shall provide a copy of the Rules to all new members and a copy shall also be placed upon the Club notice board in the Club hut.
4. Membership of the club shall be by application form to the Club Membership Secretary, sponsored by an existing club member. The Membership Secretary shall operate a Waiting List to join the club, based on the application date on the form. All existing members shall apply for membership renewal each year. The Committee shall reserve the right to refuse membership, without the need to give a reason.
5. A candidate for membership shall give an undertaking on the Application form to abide by the Constitution and Rules of the club. Any member who transgresses the Rules shall be called before the committee to give an explanation of the transgression and if expelled shall forfeit any fees, subscriptions and levies he/she shall have paid.
6. The following Officers of the Club, who should have been a member for at least 2 years, shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting:
a) Chairman b) Treasurer c) Secretary d) Membership Secretary  
b) All officers shall seek re-election every two years. 
c) All committee members shall be elected annually. 
7. The Treasurer shall prepare an annual Statement of Accounts, duly audited, immediately after 31st November each year and shall present them at the next AGM.
    8. The Secretary shall perform the following duties:
	a) Take and issue the minutes of all Club meetings.
b)  Draft and sign all Club correspondence on behalf of the Club and Committee and be the point of contact for negotiations with United Utilities.
c) In conjunction with the Chairman and Treasurer negotiate on behalf of the Club the renewal of the lease of Club waters with their owners, in particular United Utilities.
d) Arrange the venue and book the AGM
					
9. The Membership Secretary shall perform the following duties:
	a) Keep a list of people on the Membership Waiting List. 
1
b) Join new members and receive from them a Joining Fee and Subscription for the current year. 
c) Issue annual membership cards and free visitor passes to members. 
d) Issue prepaid Visitor day tickets to members.
e) Keep a record of fish returns.
f)  Pass the necessary information to the Chairman for him to produce the stocking lists and order fish
10.  A person shall be nominated by the club Committee as the Auditor. The Auditor shall audit the Club’s finances each year, presented to him by the Treasurer. He/she shall provide the results of the audit back to the Treasurer well in advance of the AGM.
11.  The Treasurer, Secretary and the Membership Secretary may each have a member appointed as an assistant, subject to the approval of the AGM and such assistant(s) to have full powers of Office when so deputised by the full time Officer. The Officers of the Club may from time to time deputise for each other, to cover eventualities such as holidays, sickness etc,
12.   The affairs of the Club shall be managed by a Committee consisting of the Chairman and a maximum of eight other members (the total including the Chairman must be an odd number) of the Club who shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary and Membership Secretary shall be ex-officio members of the Committee and the Committee shall have the power to co-opt not more than three other members.
13.  Meetings of the Committee shall be held at such times and places as the Chairman and Secretary may think necessary, or on receipt of a requisition by not less than three members of the Committee.
14.  Four members of the Committee shall form a quorum and the Chairman, or in his absence the Secretary shall have the casting vote.
15.  An Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be held each year, agenda items for meeting shall be detailed in the Rules. Any propositions are to be passed to the Secretary, in writing, no later than 21 days before the AGM. 
	a) The minimum number of members required for the Annual General Meeting to be quorate will be 22
b)  These proposals shall be discussed by the committee prior to the AGM and voted on by the committee.                         
c) Those passed by a majority vote will be adopted into the Rules for the coming season. The results of the committee vote will be announced at the AGM and proposer will be notified in writing by the Secretary. These items to be included as AOB. 

						2

						
16.  A Special General Meeting of the Club shall be called:
	a) In pursuance of a resolution of the Committee. 
	b) Within 21 days of receipt by the Secretary of a requisition in writing proposed by and signed by a minimum of six members. Only the business specified in the requisition will be discussed at the meeting.
17.	An Entrance Fee shall be paid by all members on joining the Club, the amount shall be fixed by the Committee each year.
18.   	An Entrance Fee shall be paid by all new members, of an amount to be set by the Committee. These shall be based upon future fish prices, numbers of stockings, rent of the waters and administration costs. All subscriptions shall be paid no later than 31st January. The Membership Secretary can terminate the membership of any member who has not paid their subscription by the 31st January. He shall inform the Chairman/Secretary of all new members joined by him. Junior Members (those under the age of 18) who have not been members for at least 2 years shall transfer to the bottom of the Membership waiting list on attaining the age of 18 years.
19.	The funds of the Club shall be deposited in a Bank or Building Society approved by the Committee and no financial liabilities shall be incurred or payments made except under a special or general authorisation of the Committee.
20.	Cheques drawn on the Club shall be signed by an Officer of the club, currently these are the Chairman, Treasurer and Membership Secretary. The Chairman, Treasurer and Membership Secretary shall also have the authority to take members’ Fees, Subscriptions and Guest Ticket monies and deposit them in the Club’s Bank/Building Society.
21. 	The Club Rules can only be amended by a majority vote by the Committee. Members can write to the chairman with any proposals for alteration to the rules 21 days prior to the AGM. The chairman will put the proposals to the committee meeting for discussion. The result of the committee’s decision will be sent to the member in writing and if adopted, announce at the AGM.
22.	No fish to be taken for any financial gain or exchange.
23. 	The committee to decide on any point not covered in the constitution and rules.
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